Qualities of the Thinker
The process of becoming an accomplished critical thinker and effective reasoner is a challenging quest that requires ongoing practice and reflection.
— John Chaffee
In order to become a skillful thinker, you must develop a disposition toward critical thinking. This mindset is made up of specific intellectual traits. As you become more skillful in critical thinking, your intellectual traits become better developed and your disposition towards critical thinking more natural. As your traits become stronger, you practice critical thinking even more skillfully.
Traits of the Mind
Qualities of the thinker include the traits of the mind, which guide our thinking in the direction of the values of critical thinking.
Egocentric and Sociocentric Thinking
Egocentric and sociocentric thought processes are in direct opposition to some of the intellectual traits of the thinker. Learn how these processes pervade individual and societal thinking and beliefs.
Intellectual Traits
Qualities of the Thinker
Listen to Richard Paul discuss the traits of the mind.
Amazingly enough, we learn to think critically in the same way we learn any other body of skills. We go through stages of learning. The first stage, which nature puts us in, is we're born and we live as unreflective thinkers. We think, but we don't naturally think about our thinking. So the first phase in beginning to think critically is to discover you are a thinker and that generally you leave thinking to itself. You allow it to function automatically. When you begin then to think about your thinking. And you recognize then that you sometimes think poorly. You look for some solution to good thinking and maybe you believe in some party line or somebody gives you a set of dogmatic ways to answer and you adopt that thinking. “Now I'm thinking well”, but actually you've been trapped back into a form of unreflective thinking.
You'll learn to think critically when you realize that you're a thinker and that you're thinking

